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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTALES met in regular session Tuesday, February 6, 2018, at 

6:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Memorial Building, 200 E. 7th Street, Portales, NM in full 
conformity with the rules and regulations.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller called the meeting to order in the absence 

of Mayor King and asked City Clerk Martinez-Terry to call roll.  Those present and constituting a quorum 
were: 

 
 

MAYOR:   Sharon L. King (absent)    

 
 

MAYOR PRO-TEM MILLER: Michael G. Miller   
 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Veronica A. Cordova   Oscar H. Robinson (absent)       
    Chadwick H. Heflin   Antonio O. Salguero  

     Jim Lucero (absent)   Jessica J. Smith      
     Dianne Y. Parker      

 

 
STAFF PRESENT:  Sammy Standefer, City Manager  Steve Doerr, City Attorney  

    Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk  John DeSha, Public Works Dir. 
    Veda Urioste, Deputy City Clerk  Christine A. Mitchell, I. T. Tech. 

    Mike Parkey, General Services Dir. Christopher Williams, Police Lt. 
Carla Weems, Chief Proc. Officer Susan Baysinger, PW Proj. Admin. 

Donna Rutherford, Planning Director  

 
                

OTHERS PRESENT:  Eamon Scarborough, Press  Mark Foster 
    Jolie Foster    Mary Newell 

    Julie Rooney    Ron Jackson 

    Julie Miller    Don Thomas 
    Leonard Vandenberg   Meredith Seifert 

    Casey Peacock    Maria Amaro 
Sandy Chancey    Landall Goolsby   

 Alisa Boswell    Erinn Burch   
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Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked Susan Baysinger, Public Works Project Administrator, to give the invocation, and 
Councilor Heflin to lead the Pledge of Allegiance and the Salute to the New Mexico flag. 

 
 

(A)  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S): 

1. Regular Meeting held January 23, 2018. 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked the Council to consider the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 23, 2018. 
He asked for comments or corrections.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor 
Heflin made the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of January 23, 2018.  
Councilor Salguero seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the 
motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 
  
(B)  PROCLAMATION DECLARING “FEBRUARY 2018 AS 2-1-1 MONTH – UNITED WAY OF 
EASTERN NEW MEXICO 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked for representatives of United Way of Eastern New Mexico (UWENM) to come to 
the front of the room to receive the proclamation declaring “February 2018 as 2-1-1 Month.”  Alisa Boswell, 

Casey Peacock and Erinn Burch came up to receive the proclamation.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller read the 
proclamation aloud to the audience.  Erinn Burch, Executive Director of United Way of Eastern New Mexico, 

commented that she appreciated them for their assistance.  She handed out a packet of information to the 
Council about UWENM and stated that 2-1-1 is a resource for the whole community.  She added that it is 

helpful to everyone whether they live in the community or anywhere.  She stated that it is a vital resource 

connecting people with assistance.  She added that everyone who calls doesn’t get what they want, but 2-1-
1 gives them options to solve their problems.  Ms. Burch told the Council and audience that 2-1-1 has 

answered 16,000 calls.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller thanked Ms. Burch for the work that United Way does in the 
local area.  
 

 
(C)  REQUEST TO APPROVE CANCELLATION OF AWARD OF BID FOR LIFT STATION 

REHABILITATIONS FUNDED BY CDBG GRANT NO. 16-C-NR-I-01-G-10 AND AUTHORIZATION TO 

RE-BID THE PROJECT 

Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked Carla Weems, Chief Procurement Officer, to present the request of cancellation 
of award of bid for Lift Station Rehabilitations funded by CDBG Grant No. 16-C-NR-I-01-G-10 and 

authorization to re-bid the project.  Ms. Weems told the Council that three bids were received and opened 
on October 9, 2017.  The bids were reviewed by Souder, Miller and Associates (SMA) who recommended 

award of the bid to Adame Construction, Inc. contingent upon concurrence by funding agency, Department 
& Administration Local Government Division.  She reported that the funding agency did not approve the 

award to Adame Construction, Inc. because the required documents were not submitted to complete the 

contract in the required timeline.  She asked that the Council approve cancelling the award of bid and 
authorize staff to re-bid the project.  The Mayor-Pro-Tem asked Ms. Weems if the holdup was due to the 

contractor failing to provide the documentation.  Ms. Weems responded in the affirmative. Mayor Pro-Tem 
Miller asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Heflin made the motion to approve the 
cancellation of the award of bid and to re-bid the project as recommended by staff.  Councilor 
Parker seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  Motion 
carried.  
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(D)  RESOLUTION #17-18-22, AUTHORIZING A SIGNATURE ON PRZ-18-02 PROJECT GRANT, 

RUNWAY 1-19 RECONSTRUCTION – DESIGN ONLY (FUNDING 90/5/5) – NM DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION – AVIATION DIVISION 

Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked Mike Parkey, General Services Director, to present Resolution #17-18-22, 

authorizing a signature on PRZ-18-02 project grant for Runway 1-19 Reconstruction, Design only from the 

NM Department of Transportation, Aviation Division.  Mr. Parkey told the Council that this is going to be 

about a two-year project to completely mill and overlay the runways.  He stated that the Federal Aviation 

Agency (FAA) came out this year with the state and gave discretionary money, which seldom happens in 

New Mexico.  This will be the design-only portion of the grant and will be part of a grant from the FAA for 

more grant money.  He asked for Council authorization.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked the pleasure of the 

Council.  Councilor Smith made the motion to adopt Resolution #17-18-22, authorizing a 

signature on PRZ-18-02 project grant for Runway 1-19 reconstruction – design only funding 

(90/5/5) from the NM Department of Transportation – Aviation Division.  Councilor Heflin 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote by all Council members present resulted in support of the 

motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  

 
(E)  RESOLUTION #17-18-23, AUTHORIZING A SIGNATURE ON PRZ-18-03 PROJECT GRANT, 

RUNWAY 8-26 RECONSTRUCTION – DESIGN ONLY (FUNDING 90/5/5)  

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked Mike Parkey, General Services Director, to present Resolution #17-18-23, 

authorizing a signature on PRZ-18-03 project grant for Runway 8-26 Reconstruction, Design only from the 
NM Department of Transportation, Aviation Division.  Mr. Parkey told the Council that this is the same as the 

previous project.  He said that the state wanted a separate project. Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked the pleasure 
of the Council.  Councilor Heflin made the motion to adopt Resolution #17-18-23, authorizing a 
signature on PRZ-18-03 project grant for Runway 8-26 reconstruction – design only funding 
(90/5/5) from the NM Department of Transportation – Aviation Division.  Councilor Salguero 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote by all Council members present resulted in support of the 
motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 

 

(F)  NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 728, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 

ANNEXATION TO THE CITY OF PORTALES, A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE NORTHEAST 

QUARTER OF SECTION 1T, 2S, R34E NMPM, ROOSEVELT COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, KNOWN AS 

K&B SUBDIVISION AS INDICATED IN THE SURVEY PLAT 

Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked Donna Rutherford, Planning Director, to present the Notice of Intent to adopt 
Ordinance No. 728, an ordinance providing for the annexation to the City of Portales, a tract of land out of 

the Northeast Quarter of Section 1T, 2S, R34E NMPM, Roosevelt County, New Mexico, known as K&B 
subdivision as indicated in the survey plat.  Ms. Rutherford reported that the application for annexation was 

submitted by Guy and Danielle Kcholi and Adam Brumfield.  She told the Council that the property is 2.73 

acres and that the owners are also asking for a zone change to a PZ (Planned Unit) Zone, which will be 
requested in the subsequent notice of intent. She asked that Council approve the notice of intent.  Councilor 

Heflin asked if this subdivision needed to go to the Planning Commission.  City Manager Standefer responded 
that it does need to be presented to the Planning Commission and asked Ms. Rutherford to put it on the 

Planning Commission’s agenda for a public hearing before the Council holds their public hearing to adopt the 
ordinance. Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Parker made the motion 
to approve the Notice of Intent to adopt Ordinance No. 728, annexation of K&B Subdivision.    
Councilor Cordova seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the 
motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
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(G) NOTICE OF INTENT FOR ORDINANCE NO. 729, K&B SUBDIVISION ZONE CHANGE, AN 

ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 387, AS AMENDED, OF THE CITY OF PORTALES, NEW 

MEXICO, TO ALTER THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP REFERRED TO IN ORDINANCE NO. 387, SO AS 

TO CHANGE THE CLASSIFICATION OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY FROM ITS PRESENT ZONING 

CLASSIFICATION TO A NEW CLASSIFICATION 

Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked Ms. Rutherford to present the Notice of Intent to adopt Ordinance No. 729, K&B 
Subdivision Zone Change, an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 387, as amended, of the City of Portales, 

New Mexico, to alter the official zoning map referred to in Ordinance No. 387, so as to change the 
classification of certain real property from its present zoning classification to a new classification. Ms. 

Rutherford said that the request will be presented to the Planning Commission as well.  The Council 

discussed the process for adopting the ordinance if the Planning Commission does not approve the zoning 
request.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Smith made the motion to 
approve the Notice of Intent to adopt Ordinance No. 729, K&B Subdivision, amending 
Ordinance No. 387 of the City of Portales to change the classification of certain real property 
from its present zoning classification to a new classification.   Councilor Parker seconded the 
motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion 
carried.  
 
 

(H)  UPDATE/INFORMATION REPORT ON CLOSE-OUT OF GRANT/LOAN FOR WWTP/RECYCLE 

SYSTEM PROJECT 

Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked City Manager Standefer to present the report on the close-out of the grant/loan 
for the Wastewater Treatment Plant/recycle system project.  Mr. Standefer reported that the City has 

completed the documentation to finally close out the project.  He stated that the first payment is due in April 
this year.  The money the City has spent on the project has been received.  He stated that the amount of 

the loan was up to $27,000,000 with a grant of $420,000, with repayment of the loan through a surcharge 

account enacted in 2015 and the money has been received. He told the Council that the debt service reserve 
has been fully funded with reserves that the City had in place and that the other reserve account is still in 

the process of being funded. Mr. Standefer stated that the City is ahead by a year on the loan.  He reported 
that it was discovered that revenues are down in the Solid Waste Department, but that it is due to the fact 

that there are about 40 accounts that are inactive.  This may have caused revenues to be lower than 
estimated, but that is nothing to panic about at this time.  Staff will have to bring a budget adjustment to 

the Council before April to make the payment because we did not know when the project would be closed 

out. 
 

 
(I)  INFORMATION/DISCUSSION OF MINERAL OIL SPILL 

Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked the City Manager to present the information/discussion on the Mineral Oil Spill.  

City Manager Standefer asked that Public Works Director John DeSha talk about the mineral oil spill that 
originated from J.D. Heiskell (grain storage business).  Mr. DeSha told the Council that 6,000 gallons of 

mineral oil was released from a storage unit on Abilene.  He added that the City had received the call about 
the spill at about 4:00 a.m. on January 25, 2018 and got the state involved in it. He said that the City’s 

Street Department had to use 300 yards of sand to absorb as much oil as possible off the area affected and 
used the vactor truck to clean it up.  DeSha told the Council that as it stands now the City has made contact 

with J.D. Heiskell and the Environmental compliance people.  Mr. DeSha responded that it is the 

responsibility of J.D. Heiskell.  He further stated that mineral oil is a solvent and will damage the roadway 
adding that the concern is about rain, which will bring the oil back to the surface of the road.  He reported 

that there were no accidents due to the oil on the road and that the Police and Fire Departments assisted in 
the incident.  Councilor Heflin asked about the cost and who would be responsible.  DeSha responded that 

J.D. Heiskell had agreed to reimburse the City for costs it has incurred.  Councilor Salguero asked what the 
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City was going to do or could do to keep it from happening again.  DeSha told the Council that the state 

Environment Department thought that it was caused by the City of Portales, but that they were referred to 
J.D. Heiskell.  He stated that the cause of the spill was due to vandalism to the container that held the 

mineral oil.  DeSha told the Council that the City’s engineer will check the damage to the affected area and 
the bill will be forwarded to J.D. Heiskell.  Regarding what to do to avoid it happening again, DeSha told the 

Council that J.D. Heiskell has discussed increasing security and putting in a containment vessel.  They have 

to respond to the state within 15-days.  The affected area included First and Second Streets (state highway) 
and Abilene Street.  DeSha told the Council that Abilene is the only street that the City can do anything 

about.  Councilor Salguero asked how long it would take to get it corrected.  Mr. DeSha responded that he 
feels that it should be done before fall season.  He stated that the biggest concern is that the oil will rise 

from rain, and he said that summer heat will also be a concern.  He told the Council that core samples will 
be taken in the roadway.  Councilor Salguero asked where the sand went after being collected up.  Mr. 

DeSha stated that the state allowed it to be sent to their yard.  Councilor Parker asked to be kept informed 

regarding oil mitigation. 
 

 
(J)  OTHER BUSINESS/CITIZENS TO BE HEARD—ANY MATTER NOT KNOWN ABOUT OR WHICH 

COULD NOT HAVE BEEN REASONABLY FORESEEN PRIOR TO THE TIME OF POSTING OF THE 

AGENDA.  FORMAL ACTION MAY NOT BE TAKEN, AND LIMITATION OF SPEAKERS WILL BE AT 
THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRPERSON.  COMMENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO BE LIMITED TO 

THREE (3) MINUTES PER SPEAKER. 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked for items of other business stating that formal action may not be taken, and 
limitation of speakers will be at the discretion of the Chairperson.  Comments are encouraged to be limited 

to three (3) minutes per speaker. 

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked for items of other business from the Council. 

 
Comments from the Audience: 

 

Mary Newell and Julie Rooney from The Happy Place and Sweet Cakes Bakery on the square asked to speak.  
Ms. Rooney asked the Council how the City could expedite the MOU with the City of Clovis.  She commented 

that the City Building Inspector had only issued a temporary permit in October when others were offered 
regular permits.  She commented that the City Manager in Clovis is waiting for the City of Portales to 

complete the MOU.  She stated that she and her partner are feeling discriminated against.  She asked for the 

Council’s help.  She said that this is affecting everyone in the City and that gross receipts taxes will be 
impacted negatively.  She added that going to the state has been a challenge; that businesses are being 

affected.  She made the statement that the MOU does not require state CID approval. She commented that 
new businesses will be affected.  She stated that she understands that the City cannot comply with the 

state’s requirement to have a 3 to 4 person building inspector department due to the cost. Mary Newell 
spoke about the rumor going around that the plans were drawn on a napkin.  She showed the Council a 

sheet of paper that had a drawing of the project, which she said she had given to the City Building 

Inspector.  She commented that, in October, the City’s Building Inspector had told them that they needed an 
architect.  She added that the City Manager knew about the issue, but that he had not addressed the issues 

to resolve them.  Ms. Newell told the Council that they are facing eviction out of the building at the end of 
the month and that, if this occurs, their two employees will not have a job.  She stated that they aren’t 

protesting just for themselves but for all those having trouble with the state.  She asked that the Council 

assist them in expediting the MOU with Clovis.  Councilor Heflin asked for clarification of the problem.  City 
Manager Standefer responded that the City has three (3) options:  provide full service ourselves (additional 3 

to 4 new employees); a joint powers agreement or MOU with a neighboring community; or allow the state to 
handle building permits.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller said that this came to their attention and that a letter was 

requested from the state.  He commented that the issue does affect the City’s economic development 
opportunities. He reported that he had met with people in Santa Fe about the consequences of the state law 
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adopted several years ago.  He added that he would like to see it resolved promptly, but cautioned that it 

needs to be done carefully.  He expressed his concerns about the permits being issued by the City of Clovis 
Building Inspectors since businesses may be channeled to Clovis.  Ms. Rooney expressed her concerns about 

this opinion.  Councilor Heflin suggested that Mr. Standefer get a couple of Councilors to study the issue and 
to research other communities.  Councilor Heflin volunteered for the committee; Councilors Smith and 

Cordova volunteered as well.  Ms. Rooney asked if this was the quickest way to have the MOU approved.  

This issue was clarified about the process. Councilor Cordova asked if the MOU had to be approved by state 
CID.  City Manager Standefer stated that the state said that this will have to be approved by the CID.  The 

Mayor Pro-Tem asked for clarification about whether the MOU had to be approved by state CID.  Ms. Rooney 
commented that they could have gone to Clovis with their business but had chosen Portales.  Councilor 

Parker spoke to the implication that the City and Council did not care about the community. She said that 
the Council and their families are fully committed to Portales.  She stated that she is offended people say 

that the City is not doing anything to address this issue.  She commented that the Council is trying to do 

good things for the community.  She stated that the community cannot start fighting against itself and 
expressed concern about the bickering going on with people saying that they don’t want to be here.  She 

said that if she didn’t want to be here she would leave, just like everybody else here.  Ms. Rooney said that 
her problem is that they were given a temporary permit.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller said that this issue will be 

brought back to Council at the next meeting. 

 
There was no further business.   

 
  

ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, Mayor Pro-Tem Miller adjourned the meeting at 7:20 p.m. 

 
 

 
       

Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk  


